Maximal regularity for the Stokes system on noncylindrical
space-time domains
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Abstract

We prove LP — L9 maximal regularity estimates for the Stokes equations in spatial
regions with moving boundary. Our result includes bounded and unbounded regions. The
method relies on a reduction of the problem to an equivalent nonautonomous system on a
cylindrical space-time domain. By applying suitable abstract results for nonautonomous
Cauchy problems we show maximal regularity of the associated propagator which yields
the result. The abstract results, also proved in this note, are a modified version of a
nonautonomous maximal regularity result of Y. Giga, M. Giga, and H. Sohr and a suitable
perturbation result. Finally we describe briefly the application to the special case of
rotating regions.
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1 Introduction and main results

For T"> 0 let Q7 = [Usg(o,1) 2(2) x {t} C R"*! be a noncylindrical space-time domain. In
this note we consider the following Stokes equations:

vu—Av+Vp = f inQ@Qr,

dive = 0 in@Qr

SE)§O !

(9E) f vo= 0 on Ugmn02() x {1},
V=0 = wo in Q(0) =: Qp,

with velocity field v and pressure p. Here we assume the moving boundary, i.e. the evolution
of the domain Q(#) to be determined by a level-preserving diffeomorphism

P:Qox (0,T) = Qr, (&,8) 0 (z,8) =v(&,1) := (6(&1),1)
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such that for each ¢t € [0,7), ¢(+;t) maps Qo onto ©(t). More precisely we assume the following
conditions on ¢ respectively .

Assumption 1.1. Let 7' € (0, 00], 2y C R™ be a domain of class C* either bounded, exterior,
or a perturbed half-space. The domains €(¢), t € [0, 7], shall all be of the same type as Qo,
i.e. {Q(t)}+epo,r) is either a family of bounded domains, exterior domains, or perturbed half-
spaces. Furthermore:

1. For each t € [0,1], #(+;t) : Qo — Q(¢t) is a C3-diffeomorphism. Its inverse we denote by
¢~ '(+;t) (to emphasize that ¢~ is merely the inverse w.r.t. the space variables we use
the semicolon notation (¢;¢) for the argument of ¢ and ¢~1).

2. If we regard ¢ as a function from Qo := Q¢x (0, 7’) into R™ it shall satisfy ¢ € C;’l (Qo) ==
{f € C(Qo) : OFD2f € Cy(Qo), 1 < 2k + |a| < 3,k € Ny, € N2}, where Cy(Qo)

denotes the space of all bounded and continuous functions on Q.
3. We have det V¢o(&,1) = 1, (€,t) € Qo, (volume preserving).

4. If T = oo we demand 9f¢(+;t) — 9f¢(+;00) in CJ7*%(Q0), k = 0,1, for t — oco. (Note
that ¢(+;00) does no more depend on t, i.e. the time derivative of ¢ tends to 0.)

Observe that for the case 7" = oo Assumption 1.1.4 says that the moving domain (%)
tends to some fixed domain Q(o0) for large values of ¢.

We remark that in view of realistic physical situations problem (SE)?(;O) should be con-
sidered with a certain boundary condition v = b # 0 at Ute(o ) 0Q(t) x {t}. On the other
hand, by assuming the existence of a solenoidal field § such that 8 = b, the problem with

b # 0 can be reduced to the case b = 0 as described in [19] and [18]. Therefore we restrict
(t)

v, With zero boundary conditions.

our considerations to the system (SE)SJ}’

Also, note that in certain concrete situations the existence of the diffeormorpism ¥ is
established. For instance in [18] the authors give as a nice example of a moving domain Q(t)
a bowl with swimming goldfishes (note that kisses are not allowed!). As a reference for the
existence of 7 in such a situation they gave [26] and [7].

Now define Z?(A) := (X, D(A)),_1 ,, where the latter space denotes the real interpolation
p7

space of a Banach space X and the domain D(A) of a closed operator A in X. For t € [0,T)
we denote by

Aqwy = —FPonA defined on

D(Agw) = W2HQ() N Wy (1) N L3 Q1)
the Stokes operator in the space of solenoidal fields L (Q(t)) = Cgﬁ,(Q(t))Lq(Q(t)), where
C Q) == {u € CZ(Q(t)) : divu = 0}. Here Popy : LU(Q(t)) — L3(Q(t)) denotes
the Helmholtz projection associated to the Helmholtz decomposition L?(Q2(t)) = LE(Q(t)) &
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G4(2(t)), where G,(2(t)) = {Vp; p € Wl’q(Q(t))}. Note that it is well known that there
exists a compatible family {Pq,},e(1,00) Of bounded projections Po = Pqq @ LY(2) — LI (Q)
for all types of domains €2 considered in this note, see e.g. [10], [34], [32]. For the above types
of moving domains our main result is

Theorem 1.2. Letn > 2,1 < p,q < oo, and T € (0,00]. Let the evolution of Q(t), t € [0,T],
be determined by a function ¥ satisfying Assumptions 1.1. ‘Then problem (SE)SJ}S) has a
unique solution t — (v(t), p(t)) € D(Agq(y) X WL(Q(t)), t € [0,7]. Furthermore, for T < oo,
this solution satisfies the estimate

T
| 00y + 10Oy + 1920 e de

< ) (Illgangy [ 150 ) (1

for all vy € IP(Agq,) and f € LP((0,7); L4(Q(t))). If Qo is bounded then the above inequality
is also valid for T = oo with a finite constant C'(00) > 0.

Remark 1.3. (1) The proof of Theorem 1.2 shows that the norms || - |[p(4(s)) (graph norm)
and || - [[wz2.4(q)) are equivalent with equivalence constants independent of ¢. In particular
we may replace [[v(t)||w2q(q() by the term [[v(¢)[|p(a(r) in inequality (1).

(2) By checking the details of the proof in Section 3 below one will realize that the assumption
on the family {€2(t) }+¢[o,7] which we intrinsically use is not the particular geometric type of the
domains, but the property of having maximal regularity of the correponding Stokes operator
Agqy for each fixed ¢ € [0,77]. Therefore Theorem 1.2 stays true for each family {€Q(¢)}iepo,7
with Q(¢) of the "same type” for all ¢ € [0,7] such that Ay has maximal regularity. This
property for instance is also known to be valid for families of asymptotically flat layers as
examined in [2], [1].

(3) Moreover, to prove the assertion for 7" = oo, in our proof we only need the additional
assumption that Aq(s) is boundedly invertible for ¢ close to infinity. This is also well known in
the case of asymptotically flat layers, see again [2], [1]. Hence the full assertion of Theorem 1.2
is valid for families of domains of that type.

Some special cases of the situation in Theorem 1.2 are considered in several former works.
First investigations of the solvability of (SE)SJ}’S‘LO) and the corresponding Navier-Stokes equa-
tions can be found in [31]. However, until now there are only existence results in L?(€2(¢)) avail-
able under the restrictive assumptions that 7" < oo and {Q(#)},¢[o,7] is a family of bounded

Q(t)

domains. In that situation for instance in [18] the existence of a unique solution of (SE) ;.

is proved. By regarding 1 as a variable transform the authors reduced (SE)f(t) to a trans-
formed nonautonomous problem and then applied an abstract result in [36] to the associated
Cauchy problem. As an application of their result for the linear part, they also proved a local
existence result for the corresponding nonlinear Navier-Stokes equations in (7. The existence
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of global weak solutions in L?(€2(¢)) for the Navier-Stokes equations was already shown in [9]
(see also [5]). The periodic case was obtained in [25], i.e. if ¢ — Q(¢) is periodic then there
exists a periodic weak solution of the Navier-Stokes equations. Another result for more regu-
lar periodic solutions can be found in [23]. For periodic solutions of the Stokes equations we
refer to [37]. Another existence result of local strong solutions of the Navier-Stokes equations
on (7 is obtained in [28]. There the authors could relax a restrictive decay condition on the
right hand side f assumed in [18], but nevertheless they obtained a more regular solution.
We want to remark that the assumptions on the evolution and regularity of Q(t) differ in the
above cited papers. This depends mainly on the method that the authors use in their works.
The approach presented here is closely related to the method used in [18]. Therefore we have
similar assumptions on ¢ (hence also on €(¢)) as in that paper.

Theorem 1.2 generalizes the known results for (SE)S;’(JO) in several directions. Firstly,
we handle L?-spaces for the full scale 1 < ¢ < oo and not only the Hilbert space case.
Secondly, we also treat various families {€2(t)}c[o ) of unbounded domains. In the case of
bounded domains (and perturbed layers) we also obtain a result for the case T = oo under
the assumption that () tends to some fixed domain ©(o0) in the sense of Assumption 1.1.4.
Moreover, we do not only prove existence of solutions, but even maximal regularity for all
types of treated families of domains and L?-spaces.

Although the results presented here are of independent interest, with our work we want
to establish the basis for further regularity investigations of the Navier-Stokes equations on
noncylindrical space-time domains. For example in the cylindrical case it is known, that the
maximal regularity of the linear equations can be used to obtain regularity of weak solutions of
the corresponding Navier-Stokes equations, see [14], or to prove uniqueness of mild solutions,
see [24], [20]. The results in [33] show that we even can get a global strong solution of
the two-dimensional Navier-Stokes equations by using the maximal regularity. Besides these
improvements we further hope that our methods can be used to obtain also higher regularity
for the solutions of free boundary value problems related to the Navier-Stokes equations. The
idea is that, once existence is proved, the movement of the free boundary is known. Then we
are in the situation to apply a regularity result for a moving boundary problem.

As we already mentioned, our approach is similar to the one in [18], i.e. we transform
the problem (SE)?(O?") via ¥ back to a problem on the cylindrical domain Qg x (0,7). To the
propagator Ag, () of the associated Cauchy problem we then will apply an abstract result.
In order to formulate this result let p € (1,00) and denote by MR, (X, K) the class of all
operators (and propagators) A(:) having maximal (LP-) regularity on X with a maximal
regularity constant not exceeding K, i.e. there exists a unique solution t — u(t) € D(A(t)) of
the (eventually non-autonomous) Cauchy problem

uI+A()u = f, in (OvT)a
{ w©) = uo, ®

satisfying the estimate

'l 7¢0,7y:%) + |AC) el o(0,7y:x) < K (L fle(0,7):%) + l[wollze(a(0)))



MAXIMAL REGULARITY FOR THE STOKES SYSTEM 5

for f € LP((0,7); X) and uo € ZP(A(0)). We write A(-) € MRp(X) := Ug¢(0,00) MRp (X, K)
if the dependence of the maximal regularity constant K can be neglected. The abstract result
which we will use reads as

Theorem 1.4. Let X be a Banach space, 1 < p < oo, " € (0, 00], and {A(t) }1¢jo,r) @ family
of boundedly invertible sectorial operators in X satisfying

1. D(A()) = D(A(0)), t € [0,T].

2. The mapping A(+) : [0,T) — L(D(A(0), X)) is continuous, where D(A(0)) is endowed
with the graph norm.

3. A(t) = A(T) in L(D(A(0), X)), ast — T.
4. For each t € [0,T] we have A(t) € MR, (X,C(t)), for some constant C'(t) > 0.

Then A(+) € MR, (X). More precisely, for each f € LP((0,1); X) and ug € ZP(A(0)) there is
a unique solution uw € WP ((0,T); X)N LP((0,T); D(A(0))) of problem (2) such that

lellwrr(o,m):x) + [[AC) ullze(o,1)x) < CUlzr(0,1):x) + [[wollze(ao)) (3)
with a constant C' > 0 independent of [ and ug.

Observe that assumption 4 is a pointwise condition, i.e. we assume that for each (fixed)
t € [0,7] the (autonomous) operator A(t) has maximal regularity. In Section 2 we will prove
that the assumptions of Theorem 1.4 imply the assumptions of the Theorem in [12]. This
will yield the assertion of Theorem 1.4. We want to remark that for the case of finite 7" > 0
Theorem 1.4 can be found in [29]. There the authors give a comprehensive discussion of the
corresponding evolution operator. Another result of that type for UM D spaces X is given
in [3]. There, besides the continuity of ¢t — A(t), the essential assumption, instead of the
poinwise maximal regularity in assumption 4, is the stronger property of bounded imaginary
powers of A(t). For our concrete application to the Stokes equations this might be no problem.
However, the additional assumption for the case 7' = oo in [3] is different from the assumption
in [12] and to the author of the present note the condition in [12] seems to be more suitable
for our purposes.

For further results concerning the maximal regularity of nonautonomous abstract Cauchy
problems we refer to [35], and the references given there. However, there the authors also
deal with the case T" < oo only, and their results are based on commutator conditions on the
operators A(t), t € [0, 7], which in general are not easy to verify. For this reason we decided
to base Theorem 1.4 on the result in [12].

After stating the abstract result, in Section 3 we will turn to the proof of Theorem 1.2.
By regarding 1 as a variable transform we will reduce (Sb)i}g}? to an equivalent system of
transformed equations on the cylindrical domain (). The price we have to pay is that we are

now left with a nonautonomous system of partial differential equations, i.e. the coefficients
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of these transformed equations depend on space and time in general. Here Assumption 1.1.2
assures that they are at least continuous. Another important point is that the transformed
functions belong to the solenoidal space L&(£2o), which relies essentially on Assumption 1.1.3.
More precisely this condition assures that the divergence operator is invariant under the
chosen transform.

Similar to the autonomous Stokes equations this will give us the possibility to formulate
an associated abstract Cauchy problem with operators acting in L% (). The idea here is to
use the family of projections Po,(t) : L1(Q0) — L&(), which are exactly the transformed
Helmholtz projections Fq(y). In order to verify condition 2 of Theorem 1.4 for the operator of
the associated Cauchy problem, one difficulty is to show the continuity of ¢ — Pq (¢). This
will be handled by considering the associated transformed Neumann problems to Py, (f).

Another problem is that in our case A(t) is not only given by the transformed Stokes
operator Ag (t), but we also have a perturbation B(t) which arises from the fact that the
transform ¢ depends on ¢, and therefore does not commute with ;. Here we will apply an
abstract perturbation result for propagators established also in Section 2. This will lead to
the maximal regularity of the shifted propagator g+ Agq, () + B(-) which implies the assertion
of Theorem 1.2 for the case T < oc.

In order to prove the statement for bounded €25 and T' = oo, Assumption 1.1.4 will be the
essential ingredient. It allows us to apply again the abstract perturbation result to the full
operator Aq, (t) + B(t) for t close to infinity, since then the coefficients of B(t) are small. In
combination with the result for the case 1" < oo this completes the proof.

In the last section we will give a brief application of Theorem 1.2 to the special case of
rotations, as they are of greatest interest in the present research.

We introduce some notation used in the sequel. By C*(Q2) we denote the space of all
k-times continuously differentiable functions in an open subset 2 of R”, and by C’f(Q) its
subspace of k-times bounded continuously differentiable functions. As usual W*4(Q) is the
Sobolev space with norm || - |[r, = (Z;::o |V7 - |97 and L9(Q) = W(Q) the Lebesgue
space of ¢g-integrable functions. We also make use of the homogeneous Sobolev space wl’q(Q),
consisting of all locally integrable functions f in Q with ||V f||; < oo, modulo constants. Fur-
thermore, £(X,Y) denotes the class of all bounded operators from X to Y and Zsom(X,Y) its
subclass of isomorphisms. If X =Y we set £(X) := £(X, X) and Zsom(X) := Zsom (X, X).
The domain of an operator A in a Banach space X we denote by D(A), its range by R(A), and
its resolvent set by p(A). Finally, by a sectorial operator in X we understand a closed injec-
tive operator A, such that D(A) = R(A) = X, (0,00) C p(—=A), and XA+ A)7||zx) < C,
A > 0, for some C' > 0. Note that 3,_, = {2z € C\ {0} : |argz| <7 — o} C p(A) for some
wo € (0,7),if A is sectorial, and the resolvent estimates are still valid for all A € ¥,_,, with
a certain constant C,;, > 0. See [6] for more information about sectorial operators.

Acknowledgements: The author is very grateful to Professor Yoshikazu Giga for attracting
his attention to this problem. Moreover, [ would like to thank Professor Yoshikazu Giga and
the members of his research group for their hospitality and many fruitful discussions during



MAXIMAL REGULARITY FOR THE STOKES SYSTEM 7

my stay as a COE postdoctoral fellow at Hokkaido University in Sapporo. Kind thanks also
to Professor Herbert Amann for helpful discussions concerning the content of Section 2 and
to Professor Alex Mahalov for pointing out the relation to rotations as described in Section 4.

2 The abstract nonautonomous maximal regularity result

We start with a simple but in the sequel useful lemma about uniform boundedness of families
of operators.

Lemma 2.1. Let X,Y be Banach spaces and T € (0,00]. Let {¥(t)}se[o,m) be a family of
operators W(t) € L(Y,X), t € [0,T], such that ¥ : [0,T) — L(Y,X) is continuous and
U(t) = U(T) in L(Y, X). Then there is a constant Cy > 0 such that

19 (®)|lzvx) < Coy  t€[0,T]. )

If {W(t)}iepo,m) is additionally assumed to be a family of isomorphisms, ie. W(t) €
Isom(Y,X), t € [0,T], then we even have

19 ()]l zv,x) € [0, Col, t€[0,T], (5)

for certain constants Cy > co > 0. In particular, V()= : [0,T] — L(Y, X) is continuous and
we can choose Co > ¢o > 0 in a way such that also || U (t)~"||z(x,y) € [co,Co], t € [0,T].

Proof. By ¥(t) — W(T) if t — T, for large ¢, say t > Ty > 0, the norm of W(¢) is close
to [[W(T)|lzv,x). Together with the continuity of ¢ — W(¢) on [0,7p] this implies (4). If
{¥(t)}1efo,r) is a family of isomorphisms we have additionally |[W(¢)||zyv,x) > 0, ¢ € [0,77].
Hence, the argumentation above even yields (5). O

Before turning to the proof of the abstract maximal regularity result we list some prop-
erties of the operator

L(t,s) == A(t)A(s)™", t,s€]0,T],

where {A(f)}s¢jo,r] is a family satisfying the assumptions of Theorem 1.4. Note that L is
well-defined by assumption 1. Moreover we have

Lemma 2.2. Let X be a Banach space, T € (0, 00], and let { A(t)},c[o,1) satisfy the assump-
tions of Theorem 1.4 (It is not necessary to assume condition J). Then

1. For each (t,s) € [0,T] the operator L(t,s) is an isomorphism on X and there is a
uniform K > 0 such that

L(ta S)HE(X) S [(a t,s € [OaT]'

2. The mapping (t,s) — L(t,s) is continous from [0,T)? into L(X).
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3. We have L(t,s) = I fort,s =T in L(X).

Proof. 1. Since A(t) is assumed to be boundedly invertible, for each ¢,s € [0,7] the
operator L(t,s) is an isomorphism on X with L(t,s)™" = L(s,t) and L(t,t) = I, t € [0,T].
Now assumption 2 of Theorem 1.4 implies t — L(t,0) to be continuous from [0, 7) into £(X).
Furthermore, assumption 3 of Theorem 1.4 yields L(t,0) — L(7,0) in £(X). Thus we can
apply Lemma 2.1 obtaining

||L(t70)||L(X)a ||L(07t)||£(X) € [00760]1 te [07T:|
Consequently,
IL(t, $)llcexy = [[L(8 0)L(0, 5)l|x) < Cg =: K, t,s € [0,T].

2. First observe that L(0,:) : [0,7) — L£(X) is continuous in view of the continuity of
t ~— L(t,0) and the identity L(0,¢) = L(¢,0)~'. By the calculation

| L(t2, 52) = L(t1, s1)[[c(x) <
< LAtz 82) = Lt s2)lloexy + 1L(t, s2) — Lt 1)l c(x)
= [[(L(t2,0) = L(t1,0)) L(0, s2) || g (x) + [[L(E1, 0) (L (0, 52) — L(0, 81)) [ ()
< K ([[£(t2,0) = L(t1,0) [l cex) + 1110, 52) = L(0, 1)l £ (x))

A\

for t1,tq, 81, 89 € [0,T], we can see that the continuity of (¢, s) — £(X) from [0,T)? into £(X)
can be reduced to the continuity of ¢ — L(¢,0) and ¢ — L(0,¢).

3. Here we compute
1Lt s) = Ilexy = I(L(E0) = L(s,0)) L(0, 5)|[c(x)
< KJ[L(t,0) = L(s,0)[[cx) — O

for t,s — o0, valid again in view of L(t,0) — L(7,0). a
As we mentioned in the introduction we intend to show that the assumptions of Theo-
rem 1.4 imply the assumptions of the following result:

Theorem 2.3. [12, Theorem]
Let X be a Banach space, 1 < p < 00, T € (0, 00], and let { A(t) };¢[0,1) be a family of sectorial
operators in X satisfying

(a) D(A(t)) = D(A(0)), t € [0,T], where D(A(0)) is endowed with the graph norm.

(b) The operator L(t,s) = A(t)A(s)™" extends to a bounded operator on X and we have
IL(t, s)||oxy < K for all0 < s <t <T.

(¢) The map (t,s) — L(t,s) is continuous from {(t,s) : 0 < s <t < T} into L(X).
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(d) L(t,s) =1 fort >s —T in L(X).
(e) A(t) € MR, (X, Cq) for allt € [0,T).
Then A(+) € MR, (X).
Remark 2.4. (1) In [12] instead of (e) it is assumed that
A0 o < Ce, 0<t<T, SR, )

for some # € (0,7) and C' > 0, i.e. A(t) has bounded imaginary powers. But by checking the
proof one realizes that only the condition (e) above is used. Therefore we also can skip the
assumption of the {-convexity of the underlying Banach space X which is needed to conclude
(e) from (6).

(2) Comparing the above result with Theorem 1.4 we see that we only assume the continuity
of (t,s) — L(t,s) in the first component. Moreover, note that in (e) there is the condition of a
uniform constant Cy, which is rather unwieldy for concrete applications. Instead, assumption
4 in Theorem 1.4 is only a pointwise condition. In that sense Theorem 1.4 is an improvement
of Theorem 2.3. On the other hand here we assume A(t), t € [0,7], to be boundedly invertible
which is not assumed in [12].

(3) In [12] the space for the initial data is ZP = {z € X : (fOT | A(0)e= A0z ||Pd)/? < oo},
It is well known that our space ZP(A(0)) = (XvD(A(O))h—;},p coincides with the space

{z € X :|z||lx + (fOT | A(0)e= 4O z|[Pdt)! /P < oo} if A(0) is the generator of a holomorphic

semigroup on X (see e.g. [4], [21]). Hence our choice of the space for initial data is compatible.

Proof. (of Theorem 1.4)
In virtue of Lemma 2.2 it remains to prove the existence of the uniform constant Cj in
condition (e) of Theorem 2.3. To this end we define the spaces

Y = I2((0,1); D(A©) AWH(0,7); X)  and
Z = LP((0,7); X) x IP(A(0))

equipped with their canonical norms. Note again that it is well known, that ZP(A(0)) is exactly
the trace space of Y in t = 0 under the assumptions A(0) € MR,(X) and A(0)~' € L(X)
(see e.g. [21, Section 1.2.2]), in particular |[u|;=ol|zr(a(0)) < Cllully, v € Y. Furthermore,
observe that in view of Lemma 2.2.1 the graph norms ||| p(a(0y) and [[-||p(a(r)) are equivalent
with equivalence constants that do not depend on 7 € [0,7]. These two facts together with
assumption 4 of Theorem 1.4 imply that for each 7 € [0, T] the operator

V()Y = 7, W(r)ui= ( (04 A(r))u )

U|t=0
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is an isomorphism. Furthermore we have

(¥ (r) = W(s))ullz = H( (A(r)—OA(s))u> Z

T 1/p
= ([ 14w - aeputopar)
1(A(T) = A(s) ey, xpllullys 75 €0, 1],

This shows the continuity of W : [0,7) — Zsom(Y, Z) according to assumption 2 of Theo-
rem 1.4. On the other hand, if we set s = T', we obtain U(7) — W(7') in Zsom(Y, Z) in virtue
of assumption 3. Applying Lemma 2.1 we conclude

IN

||\I}(T)_1||E(Z,Y) S I(a TE [O’T]a
which yields (e). Theorem 2.3 then yields A(:) € MR, (X). But since
1A ™ ex) £ CIAO)AWD) ™ lex) < CK, te[0,1],

it is easy to see that we even have u € W?((0,7); X)N LP((0,7); D(A(0))), hence also the
stronger estimate (3). This proves Theorem 1.4. O

In our applications we will also employ the following perturbation result.

Theorem 2.5. lLet X be a Banach space, 1 < p < oo, and T € (0,00]. Let {A(t)}se[o,1) be a
family of boundedly invertible operators such that D(A( )) = D(A0)), |A()A(s) " | gx) <
Co, t,s € [0,7), and A(0) € MR,(X) as well as A(:) € MR,(X). Furthermore let
{B(t) }tefo,r) be a family of linear closed operators satisfying D(A(0)) C D(B(t)), t € [0,T),
and for some Kk < 1 assume

1B()ell < sl A@z], = € D(AW)), ¢ € Ir-
Then D(A(t) + B(t)) = D(A(0)), t € [0,7), and we have
1(A(®) + B0))(A(s) + B(s)) " lex) < Cry 15 €10,7). (7)

Furthermore, if k is small enough, for each f € LP((0,7); X) and uy € IP(A(0)) there is a
unique solution w € WHP((0,T); X)N LP((0,T); D(A(0))) of problem (2) satisfying

lallwrro,1):x) + 1A+ B) (ull oo, ryix) < ColllFllzeoryx) + lwollze(ay)s — (8)
ie. (A+ B)(-) € MR,(X).

Proof. First fix ¢t € [0,7). By the invertibility of A(¢) this operator is an isomorphism from
D(A(t)) to X. The relative boundedness of B(t) with £ < 1 implies that also A(t) + B(t) :
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D(A(t)) — X is an isomorphism. Hence A(t) + B(t) is a closed operator in X with domain
D(A(t) + B(t)) = D(A(t)) = D(A(0)). To see estimate (7) we compute

I(A@®) + B®)(A(s) + B())THlery < (L4 R)A@R)A(s) T+ B(s)A(s) ™1 leex)-
Since ||B(3)A(s)_1||£(x) < k < 1 uniformly in s € [0,7), the Neumann series yield
I+ Bs) AT oo < € s € 10,7).

Together with the assumptions on A(:) this implies (7).
Now let Y, Z be defined as in the proof of Theorem 1.4. We already mentioned that

the trace operator v : Y — ZP(A(0)), yu := ul|s=o is bounded by taking into account that
A(0) € MR, (X). Together with the assumptions A(0)~" € L(X), [[A(t)A(0)"||zx) < Co
and A(:) € MR,(X) this implies

VY 57, Wu= ( (9 +7f;<->>u )

to be an isomorphism. Now set B :Y — Z, Bu:= (B(-)u,0)”, u € Y. Then

(W + B)u = ( (04 A() + B(-))u )

YU
To show invertibility of this operator we write formally

(W + B)™' =w (1 + Bwh)!
and calculate

I1BY(fu0) llz = [IBOY™(f,u0)" ||y x) + 0

— (/OT BV (, “O)T](t)||pdt)1/p

K (/0T||A(t)[q;—1(f7 UO)T](tH'pdt)l/p

IA

< wal|(fyuo)llz, (fru0) € 7,
where a := ||[A()Y™Y|z(zr((0,7);x)). Thus, for £ < 1/a we can employ the Neumann series
obtaining
N 1
v+ B)~! < vt :
(¥ + B)  lgzy) < 1 _mH lz(z,y)

This implies W+ B : Y — Z to be an isomorphism. In combination with

I(A®) + B@ullx = (AR + BE)(AQ0) + B©0)~ (A0) + B(0))ux
G+ RI[AOu]x, ue DAD), t€[0,7),

IA

this yields the assertion. O
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3 The Stokes equations on noncylindrical domains

Now we turn to the proof of Theorem 1.2. First let us list some obvious consequences of
Assumption 1.1. In view of det Vp(&, 1) = 1 and ¥ (€, 1) = (¢(£;t),t) we also have det Vi = 1.
Moreover, Assumption 1.1.2 implies ¥ € C:’](QO;R”H). In virtue of the implicit function
theorem we therefore have ¢»=! € C’g”l(Q;R”"'l) and since Y~ (z,t) = (¢~ (z;¢),1), (z,t) € Q,
also ¢~ € C’f’l (@Q;R™). Furthermore we calculate

0 = =097 ((&1);1)
= (Voo™ (A& 1);8) (D) (€, 1) + (D0~ ") (B(E; 1) ).

Hence
(01~ ) (6(&:1):0) = =(Ved) (1) T (09) (6, 1), (£,1) € Qo,
and we see that Assumption 1.1.4 yields
(D7) ((58)51) = 0, ¢ — o0, 9)

in C} () for the case T' = oc.
()

In order to apply the abstract results of the previous section we transform (SE)SJ}O to a
system on a fixed domain as follows. For a function v : Q7 — C* we set

o(&,t) = v(o(&;t),t), (&,t) € Qo x [0,T].

Then
(Vav)(6(&:),1) = [(Ved) ™ Ved] (€:0), (10)
where M~T denotes (MT)~! and M7 stands for the transposed Matrix. Now define
(1) = (1)) (&, 1) = [(Ved) 78] (§,1), (1) € 2 x [0,7]. (11)

If T = oo, note that ®(o0) is the corresponding operator to the limit function ¢(-, 00) which
exists according to Assumption 1.1.4. Assumption 1.1.1, 2, and 3 on ¢ imply that ®(¢) :
WE(Q(t)) — W*(Qq) and ®(¢) : W:’q(Q(t)) — I’I/éc’q(Qo) are isomorphisms for k = 0,1, 2

and t € [0,7], and we even have the uniform estimates
D) vllwrriay) < Cillvllwrr@ey)y < Coll®(B)vllwrrq) (12)

for all v € WEP(Q(t)), t € [0,7], k = 0,1,2. It is also easy to see that v(z,?) is the outer
normal at 9Q(t) in z if and only if u(&,t) = (V@) T (&, 1)v(4(&,1)) is the outer normal at 99
in £. This implies v - v = 0 if and only if p - ®v = 0. Moreover, under Assumption 1.1 (in
particular 2) in [18, Proposition 2.4]" it is proved that

diveu(&,t) = div v(o(&;1),1), (&,t) € Qo x [0,T].
! Actually in [18] only bounded € are treated. But since it is a pointwise condition the proof given there
applies to each @ C R"™.
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This implies that ®(¢) : LE(2(t)) — LZ(€0) is an isomorphism as well. This property of ®,
which is essential in what follows, is the reason why we have to choose the special transform
given in (11). On the other hand note that this transform is responsible for the fact, that we
have to assume C® boundary instead of C? only.

In view of (10) it is clear that ®(¢)A,®(¢)~' has a representation as

(1) A2() ™ = D aa(t)D” (13)

<2

with certain matrices a, € C',[QL%(Q x (0,7)"*", |a| < 2. Explicitly we have
[@H)APH) T ul(€1) = [(Ved) T (Ved) ™ Ve (Ved) ™" Ve(Vead)ul(§, 1)

= Y (@007 (007 (8161,

4,7,k L,m=1

- (06,06,06,,0" 0™ + (06,05,,6") g u”™

+ (D06, 0") O 0™ + (D, 6) D D™ | (€,1). (14)
We also have

dwv(x,t) = 0 [(Ved)ul (67" (2;1),1)

= Z (0:6™") (251) [(9e, O, 0)u’ + (0, 0) e u’] (67" (251), 1)
+ 2 [@e0i9)u’ + (@) 0] (97" (231), ). (15)
Thus
()0 (t)™ =0+ »_ bp(-,t)D” (16)

I5I1<1

with certain bz € C:|B|’|B|(Q x (0,7)"*™, |B] < 1. If we set F := ®f and uy := ®(0)vy, as
well as V(t) := (Vo (t) " (Ved(t) T Ve and p := po ¢, the transformed equations become

i+ Y p1<1 05D = X cp aaD*u+ VP ()p = F in Qo x (0,7),
% divu = 0 inQx (0,7),
(TSE)F,uo u = 0 on 890 X (OaT)a
Ult:O = Uy in Qo.

Since ®(t) is an isomorphism, clearly (u,p) satisfies (TSE)%?M if and only if (v,p) fulfills
(SE)?i(t) Obviously

Vo *

Poy (t) := ®(t) Pay®(t) ™" : L1(Q0) = LL(Q0), t€[0,T],
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is again a projection, where Py ;) denotes the Helmholtz projection on L?(€(t)). Note that
Gy(t) == (I = Pay (1) L4(Q0) = {V* () (0 ¥); m € W (Q(1))}.

Thus, Py, (t) is not the Helmholtz projection on L%(£)y) in general. As G(t) depends on ¢
we see that also the projection Py, (t) does, although its range, LZ(£y), does not depend on
t. Defining

Ag,(t) = —Po,(t) Y aa(t)D* on (17)
<2
D(Aqy(t)) = ®(t)D(Agu) = W) N Wy () N L ()
= D(Aq,), te][0,T],
and
B(t) = Pa, (t) ) bs(-t)D%, te[0,7], (18)
I51<1
the system (TSE)%?UO can be rephrased as the nonautonomous Cauchy problem
u'(t) + (Ag, (1) + B(t)u(t) = F(t), te(0,7),
(CP)F,HO{ (1) + (Aq, (7) ())u((og = u() (0,7)
=y,

on the space Lg(€2). Observe that Ag, (1) = ®(t) Aq)®(t) ', i.e. it is exactly the transformed
Stokes operator on Q(t) for ¢ € [0,T]. In particular we have Ag,(00) = ®(00) Ag(se)P(00) 7!
if t =T = co. Moreover, we see that the domain of Ag,(t) does not depend on ¢ and equals
the domain of the Stokes operator Ag, in L% ().

We proceed by stating the maximal regularity result for the shifted propagator u+ Ag, (+).
Then the abstract perturbation result Theorem 2.5 will give the result for the shifted full
operator g+ Agq, () + B(-) for some g > 0 and general € as assumed in Assumption 1.1. On
the other hand, if €y is assumed to be bounded, we will show the maximal regularity even
for p = 0. This will yield Theorem 1.2.

One ingredient in the proof of the above mentioned results will be the continuity of
t — Pq,(t). This is a consequence of

Lemma 3.1. Let T € (0, 00] and Qq, ¢ as in Assumption 1.1. We have
[1Pag (1) = Pag (9)lle(zaqe)) < Cll(VE(:1) ™ = (V(59) Moo, 5 €[0,7].
In particular this yields || Po, ()| c(no0)) < C uniformly in t € [0,7T] and, if " = oo,

Poy (t) — Pa, (00) = @(00) Poee)®(00) ™! in L(LY(Q0)) for t — oo.
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Proof. Fix ¢ € [0,7] and let v € L?(Q(t)). It is well known that Pyyv = v — Vr, where
TE I//171*‘1(9(75)) is the unique solution of the weak Neumann problem

(V7 Vo) = (1,Ve), ¢ €W Q).
Since Po,(t) = ®(t) Pouy®(t)~", we therefore deduce Po,(t)u = u — V?(t)p, where p €
(Wl’q(Qo), |V2(¢) +]|,) is the unique solution of the transformed weak Neumann problem

(VP(0)p, Vo) = (u, V), @€ Wh (), (19)
for u € L9(Qp) and as former V() = (Vé) "1 (£)(V¢)~T(t)V. For t,s € [0, 7] and u € L1(Qp)
this allows us to write

Poy (t)u — Pay (s)u = V7 (£)p(t) — V*(s)p(s)

and to prove the estimate under discussion for the solutions of the corresponding transformed

Neumann problems.
To this end first note that in view of det V¢ = 1, the family {[[V?(t) - [|,}seo,r] is a

collection of equivalent norms on the space Wl’q(Qo), and the equivalence constants even do
not depend on ¢. Next we write the difference above as

VABp(t) = VP ()p(s) = V@) (p(t) = p(s)) + (VO () = V*(5))p(s)- (20)
For the first addend of (20) observe that in view of (19),

(V#0p(t) - V*(0)p(s), Vi) =
= (0, V¢) = (V1) = V*(s)p(s), Vo) = (V9()p(s), Vip)
= ((V%(s) = V*(1)p(s), V) (21)

for ¢ € W' (). By the Helmholtz decomposition we know (G4(22(1))) = G (2(t)). This
fact implies for arbitrary w € Wl’q(Qo)

Ve @ wliragyy = 19V (wo™")|nog)

< CIV(wo ¢™") paa)
; ‘(V(w 0 ¢™), Vg
— sup
1€ Wh'(Q()), IV llzoao)
n#0

By the change of variables z — & = ¢~!(z;¢) and by putting ¢ := o ¢ we can continue this
calculation obtaining

(T, Vo), |
IVellrag,)

IV?(6)w|| ey < C sup
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where we used [|[V7l|Laauy) > CI@E)VillLay) = ClIVP ) @llLaay) > ClIVellLq,). I we
set w = p(t) — p(s) this yields in virtue of (21),

‘ (V2 (p(t) = p(s)), Vi),
C sup

pEe Wl’ql(Qo), ||V3‘9||L‘1(Qo)
p70

IA

IV () (p(t) = p(5))l| o)

(V#() = V4 ())p(s), Vo),
- Ak iz
o€ Wl’ql(Qo), || PllLa(Q0)
p#0
< OV = V) p(3) o) (22)

This shows that the estimate for the first addend of (20) can be reduced to the one for the
second addend. Considering that addend we may estimate

(Ve (t) =V (s)p(s)ll, <

< VATV () = (V) TH() (V)T (5) ool V(3 Iy
< ClVO)THE) = (Vo) ()l V() g (23)
due to
(V)T (VAT (1) = (VE) T (5) (V) T (5)]oo <
< (VAT Olloo + (VAT () (VA)THE) = (V)™ (5)]l0
< CIHVE)TH ) = (V)T (3)|oo, (24)

which is valid by our Assumption 1.1.3 on ¢.

Now let L(t) : L1(Q) — Wh1(Qq), u s L(t)u := p(t) be the solution operator to the
transformed weak Neumann problem (19). Since that problem is uniquely solvable, L(¢) is well
defined and we have L(t) € L(L1(Q0), WH1(Q0)), t € [0,T]. Inequality (22) in combination
with (23) now yields

ILE) = LD ullgraqyy < CIVEEulll(VE) ™' (1) = (VE) ™' (5)lee

for t,s € [0,7]. By Assumption 1.1.3 this implies the continuity of L : [0,7) —
E(Lq(QO),WW(QO)) and, if we set s = T, in virtue of Assumption 1.1.4 we also obtain
L(t) —» L(T) in E(LQ(QO),/WL‘?(QO)), even if T = oo. Employing Lemma 2.1 we deduce for
the family {L(t)}+e[o,m;

HL(t)||£(Lq(go)”m71,q(go)) <0, te [O,T].

This fact applied on estimate (23) and (22) implies in view of p(s) = L(s)u,
(V2 @) = V2 ()p(s)lls < CHVA T () = (V)™ () loalul,
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and
IV (@) (p(t) = p(s))lly < CIVO) () = (VO) " (5)l|oclluly
for s,t € [0,7] and u € LY(€y). Combining these two estimates yields the assertion. O
In order to prove the maximal regularity for u + Agq, () we will apply Theorem 1.4.

Theorem 3.2. Let T € (0,00] and p > 0. Let Qo, ¢ as in Assumptions 1.1 and the family
{Aqy (t)}ejo,) defined as in (17). Then p+ Ag, (-) € MR(L3 (), C). In particular, estimate
(3) holds for p+ Aq,(+). If Qo is bounded the assertions are also valid for p = 0.

Proof. If T'= oo first observe that in view of Assumption 1.1.4 on ¢ and representation (14)
we obtain for the coefficients of Agq, (),

o (1) = aa(:,00) in C1(Qy), |a| < 2,

where a,(-,00) are the corresponding coefficients to the limit variable transform ¢(-, o).
Furthermore, by Lemma 3.1

Py (t) = Pay(00) = ®(00) Pa(oo)®(00) ™" in L(L()).

This implies p+Aq, (t) = pt+Aq, (00) in L(D(Ag, ), L1(0)), hence condition 3 of Theorem 1.4
is satisfied for the family {u + Agq, (t) }+e[o,r) and g > 0.

In order to see condition 2 we write
Pag (t)aa(t) — Pay(s)aa(s) = (Pag(t) — Pag(s))aa(t) — Pa,(s)(aa(t) — aa(s)).

Note that || Po, (s)llc(nao)) < C5 s € [0,7], and [[aa(t)]|ec < C, ¢ € [0,7], o] < 2, ac-
cording to Lemma 3.1 and Assumption 1.1.3, respectively. Thus, by Lemma 3.1 and again
representation (14) we obtain

| Pay (1) (t) = Py (8)aa () leqagan) <
C (V@)™ = (Vo() ™ lloo + 16(8) = #(3)llc )
> C||¢(t) - ¢(8)||C§’(QO)7 t,s € [OvT]v |O‘| S 2.

VAN VAN

We conclude

1+ Aae (1)) = G+ Ang O ally € 3 [1Pag (Haa () = Pay ()0 ()| cqzaqany 10 ull
o <2
< o) élos ot peany)

for all ¢,s € [0, 7] and g > 0. The continuity of p+ Ag, () : [0,7) = L(D(Agq,), LE(Q0)) now
is an immediate consequence of Assumption 1.1.3.

Note that the property of having maximal regularity is invariant under conjuga-
tion with isomorphisms. Therefore the pointwise maximal regularity, i.e. pu + Ag,(t) €
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MR(LE(0),C(t)), t € [0,T], ¢ > 0, is a consequence of the pointwise maximal reg-
ularity for the Stokes operator u + Agqq) on Q(t) (see e.g. [34], [27], or [30] for ref-
erences that include all types of domains handled in this note) and the representation
p+ Agy (1) = (1) (1 + Ag()) @)™, t € (0,77, > 0.

Since p+ Ag, () : D(Aq,) — L&(€0) is boundedly invertible, we see that the assumptions
of Theorem 1.4 are fulfilled for { + Ag, (t) }+¢jo,r] and g > 0. On the other hand, if Qp is
bounded, obviously the invertibility of Agy) @ D(Aqe)) — LE(Q(t)) implies the invertibility
of Aq, (t) again by the representation Ag, (t) = ®(t)Aquy®(t)~", t € [0,T]. Therefore, in this
case the assertion remains true also for p = 0. O

As a corollary we can show the maximal regularity of Ag, (-) for general Qg, at least for
the case of finite 7.

Corollary 3.3. Assume the situation of Theorem 3.2. For T < oo we have Ag,(:) €
MR(LE(Q0),C(T)). In particular Ag,(+) satisfies estimate (3).

Proof. Let u be the solution to the Cauchy problem (CP)g,, with right hand side (£, uo)

associated to Ag, (+). Then the shifted function @(t) := e™# u(t) for some p > 0 solves the
Cauchy problem (C'P)e-ptp,,, associated to u + Agy(-). Theorem 3.2 now implies

T T
/0 (a1 + lAa, ()a(t)[l) dt - < C#/O ([a@NG + [[( + Aqy (1)) a(t) [5)dt

T
Cu( [ e rega +uol )

IN

Consequently,

[ Ul + s, @upyae = [ (e al + e a0, 0)a0)lz) a
T
Ol ( [ el + ||uo||§p) .

IA

O

In order to apply Theorem 2.5 to the full operator u + Agq,(:) + B(+) we need a uniform
relative bound & for the evolution family {B(t)}cjo,r). This requires the following uniform
resolvent estimates.

Lemma 3.4. Let T € (0,00] and Qo, ¢, and {Aq,(t)}ic[o,1) as in Theorem 3.2. Then there
is a C' > 0 such that we have the uniform estimate

2
D INETIETEO 4 Ay (0) M| cna0) Lo@oy S Cs EET], A= 1L

k=0
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Proof. First fix t € [0,7] and let A > 1. From well known results for the Stokes operator
Agq(r) We obtain the equivalence of the norms Sy B2k ey and [[A- || naey) +
1A, (t) * [[Loaqy) on D(Ag) with equivalence constants independent of A > 1. Therefore
the same statement is valid for the corresponding situation in €y, i.e. there are constants
Cy,C5 > 0 (that may depend on t) such that

2

S NI iy < C (Aulla + o Olzna)
k=0

2
< Cy Y AEIE|VEY| Loy
k=0

for u € D(Agq,) and A > 1. Denote by D)(Agq,) the Banach space D(Ag,) equipped with the
equivalent norm S_7_, Ak=2)/2|| vk . llLa(ey)- By the observations above we see that

I(A+ Ag, (t))_l||£(L3(Q0),DA(AQO)) <Ct), A>1
We will show that C(t) < Cy, t € [0,T], for a certain Cy > 0. To this end we write for
tito € [OvT]a

(A Agy ()7 = (A Agy ()™ [+ (Aay (£) = Ay () (A + Agy (86)) 7]

Note that for ¢y € [0,7] we have

2
[N+ Agq (10)) "l 2z (20),D(40,) < CY IV + Ay (1)) 222 (90),29(0%)

7=0
ClIA+ Agq (t0)) " o2 (20),Dr(40y))
C(tO)a A > 1.

Hence we may compute

[[(Agq () = Agq (t0)) (A + Agq (1)) ™l £(ng (20)) <
< lAaq () = Aqy (o)l £(n (a0, ) b @l (X + Agq (10)) ™l £(12(00), D A0, ))
< Clto)l[Aqq (1) = Agq (o)l (n(agy ) na@)),  tto €10,7].

Now set to := T". Since condition 3 of Theorem 1.4 is satisfied for Agq,(+), thereis a Ty € (0,7)
such that

[[(Agq (1) = Agy (1) (A + Ao (1)) ™l 2(za(a0)) < C(1)e
for t > Ty and A > 1. Putting ¢ := 1/2C(T') we obtain by using the Neumann series,

I+ Ay (1) ™M £(p8 (@), Da(Ang ) < 2C(T), ¢ > Ty, A > 1.
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On the other hand, if ¢y € [0, T5], there is a §(t9) > 0 such that

[1(Ag, (£) = Agy (t0)) (A + Ag, (t0)) ™l (23 00)) < Clto)e

fort € (t—4(to),t+6(to)) N[0, T) and A > 1, since also condition 2 of Theorem 1.4 is satisfied
for Aq,(+). Again by using the Neumann series this implies by choosing ¢ := 1/2C'(ty),

IO+ A (1) 7l £(28.(20),Da(40y)) < 2C (to)

for t € (t — 6(tg),t + 8(to)) N [0,7) and X > 1. Since [0,7p] is compact we can achieve
[0,To) C U;-Vzl(tj — 8(tj),t; + 0(t;)) for certain t; € [0,1p], j = 1,...,N. Setting Cy :=
2max{C(t1),...,C(tn),C(T)} then yields the assertion. O

Now we can apply the perturbation result Theorem 2.5.

Theorem 3.5. Let T € (0,00]. Let Qy, ¢ be as in Assumption 1.1 and the families
{Aq, (t) }eepo,r) and {B(t)}iefo,r) be defined as in (17) and (18), respectively. For p > 0
large enough we have i+ Ag,(-) + B(:) € MR(L%(Q0),C). In particular p+ Ag,(-) + B(")
fulfills (8).

Proof. In the proof of Theorem 3.2 we observed that all assumptions of Theorem 1.4 are
fulfilled for the family {u + Aq, (t) }seo,7]- Together with Lemma 2.2.1 this shows that {u +
Aqy (t) }refo,r) also satisfies the assumptions of Theorem 2.5 for each y > 0. Obviously,
D(Agq,) C D(B(t)), t € [0,00). Thus it suffices to verify the existence of a relative bound for
B(+). But, since B(-) contains lower order terms only, we can achieve by employing Lemma 3.1
and Lemma 3.4

IB@ull, < C Y 1Pay(uybs ol DP (14 Agy (1) (1 + Agy (8))ull
I51<1

C
< ﬁll(/H Agy(W))ullgy w21, t€[0,T).
Hence, by choosing u arbitrary large, we can have the relative bound arbitrary small which
shows that all the assumptions of Theorem 2.5 are satisfied. Applying that result yields the
assertion. O

Completely analogous to Corollary 3.3 we obtain by a shift back

Corollary 3.6. Assume the situation of Theorem 3.5. For T < oo we have Ag,(-) + B(:) €
MR(L%(Q0),C(T)). Moreover estimate (8) is valid for Ag,(-) + B(").

We turn to the case of bounded €.

Theorem 3.7. Assume the situation of Theorem 3.5 with bounded Qy. Then the assertion
there is valid for p =0, in particular Ag,(-) + B(:) € MR(L%(Q0),C).
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Proof. According to the latter corollary it remains to handle the case of T' = oo and large ¢.
To this end let Ty € (0,00) and put

Ar,(t) = Ag, (To+1), Br,(t) = B(To+1), > 0.

Obviously Ag, () € MR(LZ(Q0),C) by Theorem 3.2. From (15) and (18) we read off that
each coefficient bg of B(-) contains a time derivative of ¢ or ¢~'. By Assumption 1.1.4 on ¢
and (9) it follows

10:6™ ") (@ (51), D)llyae) =+ 0 and [10:6( Dllop ) — 0, for £ — o0,

Consequently, bg(t) — 0 if ¢ — oo. This allows us to choose for ¢ > 0 a Tp = To(e) > 0
such that ||bs(t)||c < € for all t > T; and all coefficients bz. Furthermore, an application
of Lemma 2.1 to {Agq, (t) }1¢jo,r) With Y := D(Agq,) yields [|Agq, (t)_lnc(L?,(Qo),D(Ano)) <,
t > 0, and therefore

AT, (1) ™l £(re a0y 29 (0)) = 1400 (To + 1) 7 I 28 (00) W2 a(ag)) < €5 £ > 0.
Hence, in virtue of Lemma 3.1 we can calculate
1Bz, 0ully < C Y7 Nlbg(To + )llool | D7 Ay (8) " Ay (8)ul

1311
C5||ATo(t)u||Q7 u € D(Aﬁo)a t > 0.

IA

Setting ¢ := k/C we may apply Theorem 2.5 to the pair Ar,(-) and Br,(-) which yields
Ar () Bra() € MR(L4(20),C).

Now let u be the solution of the Cauchy problem (C'P)g,, associated to Ag (:) + B().
Then urg, (1) := u(To + ) is the solution of (C'P)p, .(1,) associated to A, () + Br,(+), where
FTO( ) := F(Ty+-) and Tj as before. Applying Corollary 3.6 for "= Ty and Ag, (-) + Br, () €

MR(L%(Q0),C) we conclude

/0 (lu@)§ + [1(Agy (2) + B(E)u(®)|[)dt =
To
= /0 (@7 + 1(Aqy (1) + B(#))u(t)|[7)d?
+/0 (NJury (NG + [ (A7, (2) + B(@))u, (1) [[5d?
< o) ([ IFOla+ ol + laml, ) )
It remains to show that we can omit the last addend. We have (see e.g. [21, Section 1.2.2])
[a(To)llze = lum, (0)]|z

o 1/p
C (/OT (I (A7, (0) + Br, (0)) ur, (1) [1f + [, (1)]15) dt) : (26)

IA
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Since the pair A7, (:), Br, () satisfies the assumptions of Theorem 2.5, by estimate (7) we
obtain

1(A7, (0) + Br, (0)) (A7, (£) + Bro (8) ™l ez £ C(T0), ¢ € [0, 00].

By this fact and by an application of Corollary 3.6 for 7" = 27, we may continue the calculation
in (26) obtaining

T, 1/p
[u(To)l|lz» < C(/O (||(ATo(t)+BTo(t))UTo(t)II§+||u’T0(t)||§)dt>

2Ty
= ¢ (II(Aqq (8) + BO)u®)[l + v #)]7) dt

2Ty }
< C/O (1A () + BE) @G + v ()117) dt

< o) ([ il ).

Combining this with (25) completes the proof. O
We conclude with the proof of the main result.

Proof. (of Theorem 1.2)

First let Qg be an arbitrary domain as described in Assumption 1.1. Estimate (7) applied on

pt+ Aq, (-) + B(-) implies the norms || +[[p(aq, (t)+B(t)) and || - [ D(aq, (0)+B(0)) to be equivalent

with equivalence constants that do not depend on ¢ € [0, 00]. As ||-||D(AQO (0)+B(0)) is equivalent

to || + |2, we obtain

llull2,g < Cillullpiag, (+Bry) < Callullz,g,  u € D(Agqy), t € [0, 00].

Thus, Corollary 3.6 gives us for T' < oo

[ (g + 1o, )ar < oo (|

T
@) |2de+ ||uo||§p) . (27)

This yields

T
/ (n(m S b () u(t) [ + [lu(t) 2, + IIV¢(t)ﬁ(t)||§)dt

|B1<1
< o) ( / IF@ R+ ||uo||§p) .

for the solution (u,p) of (TSE)%?UO. In view of (12), (16), and since {®(¢)},¢[o,r) is a family
(t)

’UO.

If Qg is bounded Theorem 3.7 implies that (27) is even valid for 7" = oo with a finite constant
C' > 0. Hence the same arguments as above yield the assertion of Theorem 1.2 for bounded €.

of isomorphisms, this implies estimate (1) for the solution of the original equations (S’G)Sf2

The assertion concerning the equivalence of the norms is an easy consequence of Lemma 3.4
and the properties of the isomorphism ®(t). O
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4 An application to rotations

Since Stokes- and Navier-Stokes equations with rotations are of greatest interest in the current
research we want to close this note with a remark about the relation of that subject to our
problem. Indeed the Stokes equations with rotations can be regarded as a special case of the
much more general situation of Theorem 1.2.

For simplicity assume the rotation O in 3 dimensions around the z3-axis. Then ¢ is given
as

¢ 1) == 0w, (&1) € Qo x [0,17,
where w = (0,0, ws). By (14) and (15) we see that here

q)(t)qu)(t)_lu = Asu

and

D)0, ®(t) " 'u=dyu+w X u— Vu(w X §).

We immediately observe that in this special case the coefficients do not depend on ¢. Fur-
thermore, since [@(t)V;p](€,t) = Vep(O(wt)E, t), we see that also the transformed Helmholtz
projection is independent of t. Indeed it is exactly the Helmholtz projection Pg, on L?().
For this reason the transformed propagator Ag, (+) coincides with the Stokes operator Ag, in
L&(9). The full operator then is given by

(Ag, + B)u = —Po,(Au —w X u+ Vu(w x §)).

This operator arises naturally in the studies of the Navier-Stokes flow around a rotating
obstacle and is the research object of several recent works, e.g. see [16], [8], [15], [11]. For
recent works related to rotating Navier-Stokes equations see also [22], [13]. If we assume
0 < T < oo and Qo to be bounded of class C? it is easy to see that the above ¢ satisfies
Assumption 1.1. Thus, Theorem 3.7 implies Ag, + B € MR(L&(),C), or Theorem 1.2 the
maximal regularity for the original Stokes equations on the rotated domain Q(t) = O(wt)p.
Note that a similar result can be obtained even if the angular velocity w depends on ¢, a
problem which is considered in [17].

However, we can not apply our results to the case of unbounded domains, since then
(z,t) = 0;0~" (25t) = (8;O(wt))z is not bounded in z, i.e. Assumption 1.1.2 is not fulfilled.
Indeed, this time derivative is responsible for the occurence of the linearly growing coefficiant
in the drift term Vu(w x £), which makes the examination of Ag, + B more delicate. On the
other hand we also do not expect the maximal regularity in the case of unbounded domains
Q, since due to results in [16] or [15] it is well known that Ag, 4+ B is not the generator of a
holomorphic semigroup even in LZ(Qq) for Qq exterior or Qo = R™, respectively.
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